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But 2 Soil Cc nservation District

P.0.BOX S, ARCO, DAHO 83213

nubject: tuarterly Report
To: Don Martin
Idaho Livision of Enviroment

Lear Sirs,

The overall rrogress of the B\ig Lost River 208 kroject hes been excep-
tional. We feel this has be-n the result of the interest and enthusiasm of
the Landowners and the numerous acencies invelved.

A couple of untimely occurances have forced some ¢ hanges uvor. the scope
of oir project. Fir=st, the seconc site selected is no longer a viable site
as the river has cut througn a key meander ncde.

Therefore an 2lternate site was selec%e% on Lincoln Zollinger's ranch
on the lower end of the project areas” we feel that frem a galion demonstra-
tion standpoint the unper portion of the nroject ares vill be well covered.

#e will have the first site vith a ma:s wasting fe-ture teing orotected
by one applicta*icn. The Fish and Game Dept. will bLe rutting in gabiors on a
mass wasting feature~ using a diff.rent ap-roich and the BLM will also te
instilling corractive measures on their land in the unper reaches of tte project
1rea.

Our new site i1 the lower project ares will be demonstrating the use of
gabinns for stabili ation of low bank cutting under a different river Flow
regine than what o€/ urs in the upper oproject area. wWe feel this is a *rech-
nically sound appro ch for demonstr: tion purrcses.

The other ozcurance affecting our project was the untimel; death of Mr.
Lincsln Zollinuer. He was killed in Island Park when a tree tlew over and fell
on him while he vas sleeping in his tent. This has created a sensative situa-
tior with regard to the new gabion site.

However, we feel very positive with regard to the sjroject and feel that
ther= is adequate mc nentum behind “he project to carry it to ¢ successul
comrletion,

The: following project vrogress has been made with regard to the variocus
tasks and outputs:

1) Cuwnership map completed Dec. 1979

2) Streambank stibility analysis

completad. Nov,., 1979
3) trosionil & Doapositional

features have keen plott-d on

photo overlays and are 7»resently
being ground truthed in the field. July 1980
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4) Evaluation of upper watershed.
Tour was held by the U.s. Forest
hervice and Butte 3CD of the
upper watershed. Juie 11, 1980

5) Site Selections were made at a
public participatien meeting.
sites wore evaluated by the tsch-
nical advisory comrittee, Novs. 1979

() Designs & plans for demonstration
gabions at this time are still not
completed. July 1980

7) Permits for in channel work have
neen obtained. Ma-ch 1980

8) Operation and maintenance contract
has been developed and will be submitte
to ILOE and EPA for review. Junie 1980

9) Field work is underway for the
plan development. Juiie 1980

10) Soil survey is in progress for the
vrivote, state and federal land
within the project arec. Juy 7, 1930

11) In field inventories are in pro-
gress for the preparation of the
plan and enviromental arsessment. Jur e 1980

1?2) Information and public rarticipation.
Five news articles from the district
have been published in local papers
and one article was published in the
Idaho Assoc. of Conserv- tion Districts
Bulletin. An a-ticle for statewide
citculation is .n the proce~s of being
developed. ilry 3mith, 5CD Supervisor is
coordinating te evision zoverige by an
Tdaho Falls T.V. station for t.is fall.

The public meeting scheduled in the
contract work plan for 1nis month has beon
rescheduled for the montn of September ia
order to take adv ntage of the weather fir
field work. Also, this will give us a c ance to
evaluate and present field data at a lat r
merting just prior to the installation o
the g-bions. Jul - 1980

Cur major problam encountered so f.r has been weak engine-ring assistance
rom the s0il Conservation 3ervice with reaard to the two demor stratinn gabions.
'he engineering need.: have been clearly identified in the projcct work plan
with dat=s for completion. We have been in n-e of . completec design for

sometime. There have been times when we have had to make key project decisions

CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT - SELF.GOVERNMEDNT
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withouli qgood engineerinc data ani hope that things will work out.

How we are faced with a sho-t period of time before the installa ion and
we still do neot have a completed design. 'We have to order tre Jabion baskets,
arrange for snecial euloment, and organize the lando ners frr the work so
that we can rut it all together nrior to the end of September. If we are
delayed into vctober we will lose the landowner- as a “Jork force as t!ey will
be in the hills getting their stock.

»€ have made our needs knowr to the 3C3 area offi-e. At our las! board
mectinc held June 18, 1780 the moticon wais made to draft a strong lettrr of
concerr to Amos Garrison, .tate (onservitionist. Ihe motion coarried i nd tiley
-mith ves assigned estonsibilit:s for drafting the letter, which will be
sinned by all of the board merbe:'s.

Ag a reasult of tne contact vith the 5C3 Area Cifice Art shoemaker , 1ssistant
state Conservati nist nas Leen arsigned ennineerinag respon=ibility for the

project and project area on July 28, 1980,

We hope this cuarterly report cover the needed i .ems adsuately. e
arpreciate your assistance.

Jack Jensen
Chairman, Butte Zoil Cunservation District

ONSLRVATION DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Sub/ects Quarterly Report for July - Septembter -Dater October 2, 1980

To: Don Martin
Idaho Division of Ehvironment

Non,

The project is progressing i1t a rapid vmace. Muck of the field work is
cempleted and 1ns+all tior of th» demonstration giibions is underway,

Tony reports tha' exc:llen’' progress i: being made on getting the gations
‘ve Landowner participation ha been good despite the et back in the harvest
do *tn the wet weather we h'd., ~he Boy Scouts and Trout Unlimited have been -
ret’ve on weekends pu.ting the  1bions together. Fores! Service and BLM YAGC
crevs have also been arti-ipat on in the gabion instal’ation,

The Independent lighw.y De t. at Mackay hss heen snpplying some equirment
anl the Tutte So0il Coserv tior District will reinburse them for wages and fuel
expenses,

The fo'lowing project prog 2se has been made with regard to the various
iasks and o tputs;

1. G2 ite evalu .tion of e ssion problems and PMP ¢ 1ternatives with thne
Lum owners ha - hee: com leted, Metrices '‘re no being put together,

2. 301" Survey ' the proj. :t ares has been completed,
%3¢ Blo ogical ev luat’on & 1in prosress.
L. Gabion instal atior is ' progress.

5. Veg tative test plots ho ‘e been selected prepared and will be seeded
the week of October (th. The following syecles will be evaluated for
cri ical area revegetat’ g '

Agropyron spilecatuny
Agropyron riparium
Agropyron sibiricur
Agropyron trichophe um
Linum le risii
Sanguiso ‘ba xinow

3e ds have been obtaline | “rom ihe S0S Plant Materials Center at
At rdeen, IG ho.

; o
€oe In ra red photography «[ 1iparian zone of the river within the !
pr ject area is complei :d and being used as par! of the bislo-
i al evaluatinn, £
N
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T. Public Participati. n and Tours

Tublic Participati: a meeting was held on 7-15-80,

Tour involving SCS 3tate and Ares 3taff z.4 ASCS sState persor el
w2s held in August  Also an aerlal tour w.s made of the project
area, including th upper watershed. The following cgencies rere
representeds USGS BLM, IDOF, 303,

Tie Tutte 3CD feals t at involvimert of the = 103 wou'd be an inv Jdua~
je as: :b to our project. Ve hope t'ir;s can he sorked ot finincial 'y for
treir §aput intc our plan., We have .ome extreme -lver problems on DMvran
Contes ind Sam Felini Panc es that a e tzyont the scope o loes) coriaction,
Thess are~s will require ¢ annelization ind grave removal., We feel that
~rencles such as the USGS an give u: tl2 datz necded to =1d th: land-wner
ln getting adequate assist nce,

Also, we feel that th dat: U3GE ez or: vide us on sedimentatior in‘o
the Macay Resorvolr is er tical.

We have Teeu able to !'anlle mumerous problem: in the field by re azin-
ing flexi®le 'o change, W hope ¢l age~cies invelved car do like Wice,

Shairms 1, Butte Soi1 Couservation Di: trict
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Don,
We feel the project is moving along in a satisfactory manner.

The write up for the environmental assessment 1s in progess.
The interpretation, organizing and writing up the field data will
be in progress for sometime to come.

We have just completed amending the workplan once again. We
feel that we have complied with EPA's recommendations.,

The following project progress has been made with regard to
the various tasks and outputs:

1- Matrices of problems and alternative BMP's are still in
the process of preparation.

2= Write up of environmental assessment is now underway,
3= Biologlcal evaluation is complete,

4- Demonstration Gablon installation is complete on the upper
site. South bank of the lower site 1s complete. North
bank site preparation is underway. Fish and Game site is
complete.

5= Working with the High Country RC&D as a potential funding
source.,

6- Public participation and information.

a, Two excellent features on the Big Lost River 208 Project
vere presented by KID TV.

b. Sharon Norris, SCS, Information Specialist is preparing
a feature story for local and possible national publica=-
tion on the project.

ce Court of Honor Ceremonies were recently held in Mackay
and Arco. At theme ceremonies Boy Scouts and scouters
were presented with special conservation awards, letters
of commendation and conservation patches for their uni-
forms., The presentations were made by various board
members from the Butte Soll Conservation District,

We feel that if this project is accepted for RC&D funding be-
fore our work is completed on the 208 plan and environmental assess-
ment that our existing manpower will not be able to meet work com-
mitments and demands., We feel that this could be detrimental to
our normal operations as a district.

Eavaiineg VEME LA RAE T SFLF GOVERNMEMT
TOMCERVATION DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
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We appreciate your contlnued support and leadership with
regard to this conservation effort.,

Sincerely Yours,

ack Jefigen
Chairman, Butte Soll Conservation District

L LTONENRVATION. DEVFLOPMENT  SFLF.GOVERNMENT
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July 7, 1981

Ms. Gwen Burr

Division of Environment
Department of Health and Welfare
Statehouse

Boise, Idaho 83720

Deaxr Gwent

We feel that the 208 project is still moving along in a positive manner.
The following progress has been made:

1.

24

3.

b,

5e

Big Lost River Critical Area Treatment measure plan has been
submitted to the SCS State Office for review,

USGS bedload and sedimentation studies are just about completed.
Further data will be collected on the sedimentation of the
Mackay Reservoir using a process of taking core samples from the
bottom and evalunting the core sections for Cesium=137. This
will involve gamma-ray spectrometric analysls. Arrangements are
being made with the Idaho Nuclear Engineering Laboratory to
caxry this out.

SCS field office personnel are in the field developing the individ-
ual conservation plans and plan revisions., These plans will
emphasize BMP installation in critical area treatment sites along
the river.

An excellent public participation meeting was carried out on

May 21, 1981 in conjunction with Governor Evans' Capitol for a Day
in Butte County program. (See attached minutes of the meeting.)
Mark Ellis Freckleton, a Boy Scout from Pocatello, Idaho, has
submitted a revegetation plan for willow plantings on selected sites
within the project area. This project plan has been sent to the
local council for a possihle Eagle Award project. (See plans
attached. )

The write-up for the 208 Flan for Implementatlon is well along.
A rough draft of the completed sections has been submitted to your
office for early review and comment.



July 7, 1981 Page 2

We are very encouraged with all of the spin-off benefits derived from this
project. We are making every effort to capltalize on these added benefits.
When the plan is completed there will be a very solid body of data assembled
on the Big Lest River Watershed. This will have lasting use and benefit for

many years to come.
We appreciate your continued efforts and support.
Sincerely yours,
M"ﬂ
Jack Jensén, Chelrman

Butte Soil Conservation
District

Attachments: 3
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